The Optimist Outlook — October 2026
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A Look Ahead to...
October 15t is the start of our new Optimist Year

A big “thank you for your service” to outgoing board member Julie Jeske!
A list of the 2026-27 Board of Directors is located at the end of this newsletter.

October Programs, Sarah Rooney, Chair

October 5" — Caring for Kids Backpacks

October 6™ — Soul 57, Kris Dirk, Program Director

October 8" — Board of Directors meeting

October 10" — Optimist Bowling Tournament

October 13" — Bismarck Mandan Young Life, Medora Lauf

October 20" — Critical response canine team, Renee Murrish and Java, her golden retriever
October 27" — To be announced

Recap of September Programs, Cindy Clairmont, Chair

September 15t — Scott Norton, Hunter Safety for kids
September 3™ — Board of Directors meeting

September 7" — Labor Day Avenue of Flags

September 8" — Past Presidents’ Picnic at Optimist Park
September 15" — Jane Link, The Children's Advocacy Center
September 22" - Chris Reiser, Mandan Youth Hockey

September 29t - Heather Lang, Agriculture for kids in the classroom
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Upcoming Program Chair:

November — open — how about you?
December — Mary Reiser

Contact: Rob Koppinger at robk@kirkwoodbank.com for more information

Member Anniversaries

Kurt Weinberg — 1 year Ron Walters — 2 years Tami Emter — 7 years
Michelle Walker — 8 years Brooks Grotte — 9 years
Ashley Baksen - 9 years Wayne Narum — 14 years Duane Sandvig — 41 years

our 12th Annual Optimist Bowling Tournament is now only a few days away!

It is not too late to get a team together as you will just need to register by October 8. Don’t
miss out on this afternoon of fun as we help raise some funds for this year’s charity-Soul 57.

Along with the bowling tournament, we will also have a silent auction which is always a
big hit with our participants! If you are interested in donating an item for the silent
auction, please reach out to Wes Engbrecht at wese@capitalelec.com.

Our bowling committee has come up with some really cool prizes for this year’s team
awards:

-Best team spirit

-Best costumes

-Most creative team name

-Lowest team bowling score

-Highest team bowling score

Along with the Battle of the Banks competition, we will also have a competition between
the top bank team vs the top non-bank team. The winner will be awarded our grand
champion trophy!

If you aren’t on a bowling team, please consider stopping by Midway Lanes to check out
all the silent auction items. We guarantee that you will also get a good laugh at some of the team
costumes!

Hope to see you at Midway Lanes on October 10!

Jerry Haas &amp; Amanda Yellow
Optimist Bowling Committee Co-Chairs
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BOWLING
+ TOURNAMENT

~ come dressed in your favorite sports team attire

OCTOBER 10, 2026 4+
1:30 - 4:30PM

+

S150 for 3 games (shoes extra)

a portion of Lthe proceeds benefils:

4 players per team

Silent Auction 'Ly
Forms due October Sth
JFPORT

Checks payable to Bismarck Optimist Club v e
PO Box 511 Bismarck, ND 58502
Email registration form to 4
- . -
bis.optimist@gmail.com p
INTERNATIONAL
Optimist Glub of
For more information contact Bismarck, North Dakota

Jerry at 701-527-9675

Team Name

Team Members

Paid Contact Name Contact Number



Labor Day Avenue of Flags

Take down crew (I to r) Brent, Mary, Wes, Ashley, Christa,
Afton (Kathy’s daughter), Kathy

Setup crew (I to r) Jackson, Wes, Laurie, Rhonda, Alisha,
Keith and his son, Julius
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Christa (back) and Ashley (front)

Photos by Rob Koppinger, Committee Chair



BISMARCK OPTIMIST CLUB
5-26 YEAR IN REVIEW
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rd
AL

$21,967

Ll Prmp
groEs prooserds

brdn wt recoed
Emslar Egg Humi

A RECORD DAY FOR KIDS

Tl el i oifviad Sl B Anfiual Eiier Egg Huil - our igesd i
‘duiibeirs prapaded 12000 epgs, thies goiden-1akel grand prisic e 43
e

BOWLING FOR & CALSE

T 190 Arvinsal Borwdreg T it Drooahl Daaie 10 b and &
el bl acdisn Ml gt ielekad 36 004 80 sphl batvwissh i Cliis
el Fesiir Hops

HEW: UPWARD & ONWARD SCHOLARSHIP

e o T b Ul peind) & Ovrird Sochedarship, givng owr chub
el wy B o] S Dy ofy ] e Pelgb ok ey Liskis Thsan sl
g i high sl

SERVICE THAT ADDS UP

‘huribeirs Kl g 30 Canng for Kk bieskpac ks al a it , didivaiind) bt
S5 W Lin vl Cleveid o Catinngy. il ool isbind o Bweiri o ol e
urslirwair for Chogn 10

EHERGIZING OUR CLUB

$10,000

v o rand
(= L

WRAPPING GIFTS, RAISING FUNDS

OER Wiap 2025 sermraled 521 087 52 i orels piockeds Beeigh WTaphing,
deraior e aporson i - @ reiaidoss oo by it and
earily i

INYESTING IN LOCAL YOUTH

Fufeds ber e Fulur esarded §5 000 10 Seduam Eknmanibany 1o g odagelaos
s pliragioured bahiebal hoops. W sio oo Ded @ 85 G00 Ol el |eap e
it

CELEBRATING YOUNG LEADERS

Pakge Mies saimad cor 3500 Essery Conbicl scholarbip and ten e £ 500
Ditatrie] sotaskaisheg . Mandal e won our el Oraloncal o], amd wa
Tl Tl WSl A EreSdim

SHOWING UP FOR BISMARCK

Pl iearilsairind O Avddios of Flisgs, osbebrawed Flag Dery sl Oplmd sl
Pk volunlisened duiing Paseg Erimsasch B il ard calfeamind o soom
i Pkl Poicii vl Pieni: e Lirks Sorveos Chuls gl

Eraigize Four Oplimmm el al el dshl fay fafmbens by by and mrodused B Ersaing GOAT Troply - bullding @ siiofgid duls &nd meha hads 1o

F oL

MEMBER

Filled B

AiTey a5




Optimist Club Awards Presented for 2025-26
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Mary Reiser was awarded the Rookie of the Biennium

Jillian’s last meeting as President, handing over the reins to incoming President, Rob Koppinger

Congratulations and thank you for all that you do with the Bismarck Optimist Club!



2026-27 Board of Directors:

President: Rob Koppinger, email: robk@kirkwoodbank.com

Vice-President: Mary Reiser, email: maryreiser85@gmail.com

Secretary: Sylvia Burgess, email: sylvia.sturn.burgess@gmail.com

Treasurer: Tami Emter, email: tamiemter@hotmail.com

Past President: Jillian Lagasse, email: jillian.lagasse@hotmail.com

Director: Cindy Clairmont (1 year remaining) email: ¢_clairmont@hotmail.com

Director: Laurie Hatzenbuhler (1 year remaining) email: laurieh@bis.midco.net

Director: Brent Helm (1 year remaining) email: brenth701@aol.com

Director: Sarah Miller (2 years remaining) email: sarahm@kirkwoodbank.com

Director: Maddie Berger (2 years remaining), email: mberger@bravera.bank

Director: Jerry Haas (2 years remaining) email:_jerry r haas@yahoo.com

Optimist Resources:

Email: bis.optimist@gmail.com

Website: www.optimistbismarck.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/optimistclubofbismarck

Twitter Handle: @optimistbis; https:/twitter.com/OptimistBis

DMM: www.optimist-dmm.org

Optimist Creed

Promise Yourself...

To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.

To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.

To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.

To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.

To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and expect only the best.

To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own.

To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future.
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile.
To give so much to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others.
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear & too happy to permit the
presence of trouble.
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