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A Look Ahead to… 
 

March Programs, Cindy Clairmont, Chair  
 

March 2nd – Fill Caring for Kids Backpacks 

March 3rd – Uspiren-Healthy Family Programs, Heather Glass 

March 5th – Board of Directors Meeting 

March 10th – ND Health & Human Services – Foster Parenting, Rachel Sudo 

March 17th – To be announced 

March 24th – Project 31:8 – Human Trafficking, Stacy Schaffer 

March 29th – Easter Egg Hunt 

March 31st – ND Safety Council – Safe working conditions, summer children’s programming 

 

 

Recap of February Programs, Sarah Miller, Chair  
 

February 2nd – Filled 30 Caring for Kids Backpacks 

February 3rd – Fit for Victory, Miranda Klatt 

February 5th – Board of Directors Meeting 

February 10th – general sharing among Optimists in attendance 

February 17th – Bismarck Parks and Rec District, Mike Wald 

February 24th – Ministry on the Margin 
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Upcoming Program Chairs: 

 

April: Keith Magnusson 

May: Rob Koppinger  

June: Jerry Haas 

 

Contact: jillian.lagasse@hotmail.com for more information 

 

 

 

Welcome New Member 

Dede Collins 
 

 

Member Anniversary 

Jennie Hettich – 8 years 

         

 

 

Third Annual Visual Arts Contest 
 

The topic for 2026 is “Be Bold-Be the Change”.   
 
The project for the Competition is the creation of 12 Optimist notecards that 
will be for sale after June 28, 2026. 
 
Artists must be age eleven or lower and receive a personalized participation 
certificate at the local level. 
 
At the International level, 12 winners will receive $150; the winner of the 
cover will receive an additional $100 monetary award. 

 
 
 

 

Bismarck Optimist Club 

 2026 submission 

Art by Berkley, age 8 
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Winners from our Super Bowl Board Game 
  

1st Qtr.  3-0     Sherry Kulish $150 
2nd Qtr. 9-0     Kent Belland - $150 
3rd Qtr. 12-0   Jack Neumann - $150 
Final   29-13   Kurt Ruzicka - $300 
  
Thank you all for participating in and contributing to the Optimist Club. The club nets $1,250 from this 
fundraiser and uses the funds for scholarships and other student projects. Thanks again! 
 
Committee Chair:  Wes Engbrecht 
 
 

An Egg-ceptional Eggsperience- 9th Annual Optimist Easter Egg Hunt 
 
It is hard to believe that our annual Optimist Easter Egg Hunt is just a little bit more than a 
month away, so please be sure to mark your calendars for March 29th at the ND Capitol 
Grounds. Several hundred kids will once again be on hand to hunt down the 12,000 eggs at this 
free and fun filled event sponsored by our Optimist Club! 
 
Not sure what this event is all about? Well, picture the main lawn of the Capitol with 4,000 
multi-colored Easter eggs scattered all over the place. When the first hunt kicks off, the kids 
run out there at record speed to hunt down the eggs and all of a sudden, the eggs disappear in 
less than 5 minutes! One of the parents a few years ago commented that the kids are like little 
vacuum cleaners going over the Capitol lawn as they pick every single egg up! When the first 
hunt is over, we scatter another 4,000 eggs for the 2nd hunt and then again for the 3rd hunt. It is 
really something to see with all the excitement from the kids! 
 
We are thrilled to report that our first two egg stuffing nights are now full. Thank you to 
everyone who has volunteered and a HUGE thank you to Sylvia Burgess for hosting. We are still 
needing some more volunteers to help stuff eggs for the 3rd night on March 26th. It is always a 
fun time to get together with fellow Optimists as we get all the eggs stuffed! Please check out 
the online sign-up to reserve your spot on the egg assembly line! 
 
Not able to make it to one of the egg stuffing nights? No problem! We have plenty of 
volunteer spots open at the Easter Egg Hunt with registration, perimeter patrol (aka security 
agents), egg scattering, and setting up for the event. Please be sure to check out the online 
sign-up! There is no way that we could make this event happen for the kids in our community if 
it wasn’t for all of our amazing volunteers! 
 
Along with hunting for eggs, kids will have the opportunity to get their picture taken with the 
Easter Bunny and win some pretty cool prizes! We will once again have three incredible grand 
prizes this year, one for each age division. 
 
Thanks again for all of your volunteer support of the Optimist Easter Egg Hunt! We look 
forward to seeing you at the Capitol on March 29th! Think Spring! 
 
Your Easter Egg Hunt Committee Members, 
Jerry Haas, Amanda Yellow, Sylvia Burgess, Brooks Grotte, Alicia Vollmers, Sara Pic and Laurie 
Hatzenbuhler 
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 Energize Your Optimism Update!   

  We Have Our First Traveling GOAT Winner!  
 
The energy is HIGH and the competition is underway! 
 
Congratulations to Julie Jeske, who has been crowned the first winner of our traveling GOAT Trophy — 

the Greatest Of All Time Optimist Recruiter!  
 
Julie powered through the first half of our Energize Your Optimism membership drive and claimed the (very 
prestigious) traveling GOAT trophy. Well done, Julie! 
 
But don’t get too comfortable… 

 Round Two is already heating up! 
 
Darryl Kerzman has wasted no time and is already leading the second half of the contest with one official new 
member on the board! 
 
With the competition reset for the stretch run, the race is wide open. The next — and final — traveling GOAT 
trophy will be awarded at the end of May to the Optimist who brings in the most new members from now until 
then. 

 So the big question is… 
 
Who will come out ahead in the Energize Your Optimism membership recruitment contest? 
 
There’s still plenty of time to spark a conversation, invite a guest, and help us grow the energy and impact of our 
club. Every new member strengthens our mission and amplifies the optimism we bring to the Bismarck-Mandan 
community. And don't forget: 
 

• Any guest you bring to a meeting gets to draw a fun prize from our "energy" themed prize box! 

• Any member who recruits a new member gets a $25 gift card to a place of your choice! 

Extend the invite. Let’s keep Energizing Our Optimism all the way to May!  
 

 
 
 

Onward and Upward Scholarship Program 

Bismarck Optimist Club proudly announces its new annual $1,000 scholarship for one Burleigh or 

Morton County, North Dakota graduating high school senior. The scholarship is to assist in their pursuit 

of a post-secondary degree or technical certificate, and must be used at a college, university or 

technical school in the upcoming school year. Burleigh/Morton high school guidance counselors have 

been made aware of the details and have received the application link. 

Applicants must meet eligibility requirements and be self-motivated, dependable, respect others, and 

have a spirit of service and volunteerism. Application deadline is April 1 of the applicant’s senior year 

with the recipient being notified by May 1 of that same year. All the details and a fillable application are 

available on the Optimist Club website under the Community Service tab. 

Committee Co-Chairs: Laurie Hatzenbuhler and Sylvia Burgess 
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 Caring for Kids Backpacks 

Thirty backpacks were filled by Sylvia and Sara on February 2nd,  

no Charlie this month, however. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bismarck Optimist Club Essay Contest 

The 2025-2026 essay topic was “How My Acts of Service Help Me Understand What My Community 

Means to Me”.  The winner is 17-year-old Paige Njos, from Bismarck High School. Paige will receive 

$500 from our Club and her essay will be submitted to the District Essay Contest. We will invite Paige 

to a spring meeting to read her essay to our group and receive her scholarship award.  

Thank you to our Essay Contest judges – Rob Koppinger, Julie Jeske and Ashley Farthing. We had the 

most essays submitted in recent years and we’re excited to see the great submissions coming from the 

youth in our community. Our future is in optimistic hands! 

Committee Chair: Kathy Torske 

  

 

15th Annual Funds for the Future Grant Kickoff 
 

This grant provides funds to Bismarck and Mandan elementary schools to help with a specified project 

they plan to complete in the near future. This year’s grant amount will be up to $5,000 for one school.   

Grant applications were sent to all Bismarck and Mandan Elementary schools on February 15th. The 

completed application packages are due by April 15, 2026. 

The unique application process involves the students as well as staff and PTO.  There will be a 

celebration in the spring for the school selected! 

Committee Chair: Sylvia Burgess 
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     Charee Linton 

If I had to describe myself in a few words, I’d say I’m intentional, relationship-driven, and always 

working toward becoming the best version of myself. 

While I spend my days supporting leadership and keeping things organized and moving forward, what 

really motivates me goes far beyond a to-do list. I genuinely care about people. I believe strong 

relationships — whether with clients, coworkers, friends, or family — are the foundation for everything 

meaningful and successful. 

I’ve made it a personal goal to be more intentional in every area of my life. That means being present in 

conversations, following through on commitments, strengthening communication, and creating positive 
experiences for the people around me. I want the people around me to feel supported, valued, and 

heard. 

Outside of work, my hobbies are a fun mix of “competitive” and “comfort.” I enjoy playing pool, golfing 

when I can — emphasis on when I can — and catching a good movie whenever possible. I love the 

energy of live sporting events; there’s just something about being in the crowd that makes everything 

more exciting. 

I also proudly consider myself an Olympic-level coffee drinker. If caffeine were a sport, I’d at least 

medal. And while I believe in discipline and growth… I will absolutely never turn down chips and salsa. 

Some values are non-negotiable. 

I’m naturally someone who thrives on structure and organization, but I also have a creative side. I enjoy 

bringing personality and polish to whatever I’m involved in — whether that’s planning something big or 

just finding a better way to do something small. 

Growth is important to me. I’m constantly evaluating how I can improve — not just professionally, but 

personally. I believe that when you’re intentional with your time, your energy, and your relationships, 

everything else starts to align. 

At the end of the day, I’m proud of the role I play behind the scenes — but I’m even more proud of the 

connections I build along the way. 

Thanks for taking a moment to get to know me a little better! 
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2025-26 Board of Directors: 

President: Jillian Lagasse, email: jillian.lagasse@hotmail.com 

Vice-President:  Rob Koppinger, email: robk@kirkwoodbank.com 

Secretary: Sylvia Burgess, email: sylvia.sturn.burgess@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Tami Emter, email: tamiemter@hotmail.com 

Past President:  Julie Jeske, email: jjeske@bravera.bank 

Director: Cindy Clairmont (2 years remaining) email: c_clairmont@hotmail.com 

Director:  Laurie Hatzenbuhler (2 years remaining) email: laurieh@bis.midco.net 

Director:  Brent Helm (2 years remaining) email: brenth701@aol.com 

Director: Sarah Miller (1 year remaining) email: sarahm@kirkwoodbank.com 

Director: Maddie Berger (1 year remaining), email: mberger@bravera.bank 

Director:  Jerry Haas (1 year remaining) email: jerry_r_haas@yahoo.com 

 

Optimist Resources: 

Email: bis.optimist@gmail.com    

Website: www.optimistbismarck.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/optimistclubofbismarck 

Twitter Handle: @optimistbis;   https://twitter.com/OptimistBis 

DMM: www.optimist-dmm.org 

 

Optimist Creed 

Promise Yourself… 

To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 

To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 

To make all your friends feel that there is something in them. 

To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true. 

To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and expect only the best. 

To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own. 

To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future. 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile. 

To give so much to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others.  

To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear & too happy to permit the 

presence of trouble.  

mailto:jillian.lagasse@hotmail.com
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